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— Cocktail Hour —
7:00 PM – 8:00 PM

— Welcome —
Marie Ginou Cadeau, BSN, RN Chair of Gala

— Master of Ceremony —
Christel-Ann Augustin, MSN, APRN, FNP-BC, PMHNP-BC, Past President

— Invocation —
Linda Benoit, BSN, RN, PhD (Hon) Min, Past President

— American Anthem —     — Haitian Anthem —
                                                     Kelly Mathelier                                        Pierre Rolin Rene, Associate Member

					     — President’s Message —
Farrah Fils-Aimé, MSN, BSN, RN, President

— 2025 Honorees Presentation of Awards —

— Scholarship Awards Presentation —
Farrah Fils-Aimé, MSN, BSN, RN, President

Florence Pierre-Pierre, BBA, BSN, RN, Immediate Past President

— Awards Presentation —
Farrah Fils-Aimé, MSN, BSN, RN, President

President’s Award 
Nurse of the Year

— Acknowledgements/Closing Remarks —
Marie Ginou Cadeau, BSN, RN Chair of Gala

— Entertainment —
Harmonik
DJ Woodz
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Service and Dedication Award
Daniela Ducasse, MBA, HRS, BSHA, CP, NSA  

Community Impact Award
Sun River Health /

Anne Kaufman Nolon. MPH

Outstanding Service Award
Maxine Smalling, MS, BS(N), RN

Humanitarian Award
Marisa Nadas, MD, MPH



I am deeply honored and humbled to once again extend my welcome to you 
for the Annual Scholarship and Fundraising Gala hosted by the Haitian Ameri-
can Nurses Association of Hudson Valley New York (HANA). Whenever I receive 
updates from former HANA scholarship recipients, I am fi lled with immense pride 
and joy. The remarkable achievements of these students in the nursing fi eld have 
profoundly illustrated the signifi cance and foundational aspects of this cherished 
annual tradition. We persist in this endeavor because of you—our supporters, the 
HANA membership, and the outstanding leaders of HANA.

I express my gratitude to Madame President, Farrah Fils-Aime, who has been an 
integral part of HANA’s dynamic leadership for many years and has signifi cantly 
contributed to advancing our mission. I have witnessed her growth, her ability to 
embrace change, her collaboration with and support for all previous HANA pres-
idents, and her courageous decision to take on this role herself. Congratulations, 
Farrah, on making this commitment; you are doing exceptionally well so far, and I 
eagerly anticipate what we will achieve under your presidency.

Each member contributes uniquely to the organization, and this diversity of perspectives, talents, and skills has strength-
ened our resilience. I am eternally grateful to the HANA membership for coming together to showcase their leadership 
abilities, their drive to excel and grow the organization, their dedication to uplifting one another to achieve extraordinary 
results, and their commitment to service and giving back to their communities.

I extend a heartfelt welcome to everyone present tonight in support of our initiatives, especially our HANA-I members and 
those from sister chapters who have traveled from distant places to join us this evening. I offer my sincere thanks to all of 
you, our community; you have aligned with our mission and have invested in supporting our programs and projects. Thank 
you for your ongoing support and the trust you place in us.

My journey as the founder, past president, board advisor, and lifelong dedicated member of HANA has provided me with 
a unique perspective. I have encountered numerous honorable and committed individuals who support our efforts. I have 
come to realize that many of our challenges and concerns are shared and understood. I have developed a deep apprecia-
tion for the signifi cant impact we are making.

In conclusion, I invite you to join me in pledging genuine support and solidarity to our president, Farrah Fils-Aime, so that 
she can assist us in enacting the changes necessary to explore new horizons. Although the path ahead may present chal-
lenges, history serves as a reminder of our resilience. Together, we have faced obstacles and emerged even stronger.

Kind regards,

Berth ilde Dufrene
DNP, DOS(h), MSNEd, BSN, AAS, CARN, RN
Founder and Past President

Founder’s Message

Berthilde Dufrene
DNP, MSNEd, BSN, AAS,

CARN, RN



Good evening, Colleagues, Distinguished Guests, and Elected Offi cials,

It is both an honor and a privilege to stand before you this evening as the newly elected President of 
the Haitian American Nurses Association (HANA) of Hudson Valley, NY, for the 2025–2027 term. 
With immense pride and deep gratitude, I welcome you to our 17th Annual Scholarship Fundrais-
ing & Awards Gala. On behalf of our Executive Board, I extend a heartfelt thanks to our dedicated 
members, partners, and community leaders for your unwavering support and continued engage-
ment with our mission. I would also like to express sincere appreciation to our founder, Dr. Berthilde 
Dufrene, and all past presidents, whose vision and leadership have shaped HANA into the impactful 
organization it is today.

It is truly an honor to lead this esteemed organization as we remain committed to serving our 
community both locally and globally. As a proud member of HANA for the past 15 years, I’ve had the 
privilege of serving in various leadership roles, including Chair of Recruitment, Secretary, and Vice 
President. Our membership is composed of a dynamic and diverse group of nurses and associates 
from all walks of life, each bringing unique talents and experiences that help advance HANA’s mis-
sion. Together, we champion health equity, professional growth, and community outreach.

As President, I am dedicated to fostering teamwork, inclusion, and empowerment. Together with the 
Executive Board, we are focused on strengthening our mentorship program for scholarship recipients, 

expanding community outreach initiatives, and increasing our presence through health fairs that promote preventive care and wellness across the region.

We are also working to secure sustainable funding through government grants, corporate sponsorships, and strategic partnerships. These efforts are 
vital in growing our visibility, supporting member retention, and expanding our programs. Collaboration is at the heart of what we do, and we are proud 
to work alongside local nonprofi t organizations to broaden our impact. Notably, we are preparing for an upcoming medical mission to the Bateyes 
in the Dominican Republic, in collaboration with several local nonprofi t organizations further reinforcing our commitment to partnerships and global 
health service.

Since taking offi ce in January, we’ve remained visible and active throughout the Hudson Valley. HANA has proudly partnered with organizations such 
as Haitian Cultural Heritage Preservation Inc. (HCHP) for International Women’s Day and Taste of Haiti. We participated in HANA-I Capitol Hill Day in 
Washington, D.C. and supported numerous community events including the Men Matter Health Fair, JAMCCAR’s Spring into Health Fair, St. Joseph’s 
Church Youth Career Seminar, and a variety of religious, cultural, and wellness festivals. In August, we hosted our second annual health fair, which 
served over 100 patrons and distributed 85 backpacks to students. Our weekly radio show, “HANA Health & Wellness Show – Bien Viv en Sante,” con-
tinues to be a trusted platform for health education, airing every Wednesday from 6–8 PM on Radio Groove FM. Just yesterday, we held our Annual 
Nursing Symposium under the theme: “Community Resilience: Nurses as Pillars of Support in Times of Change.” This gathering reminded us of the 
critical role nurses play in times of uncertainty and transition.

HANA continues to stand fi rm in its mission to promote health, prevent disease, and empower the next generation of nurses. Through our scholarship 
programs and nursing symposiums, we support students both here in the Hudson Valley and at Notre Dame du Perpétuel Secours, the National Nurs-
ing School of Jeremie, Haiti. Our goal this year is to award scholarships to ten deserving students in Jeremie—a meaningful investment in the future of 
nursing and our global community.

Nurses are the heart of healthcare. We are educators, advocates, caregivers, and leaders who ensure the health and well-being of individuals and fam-
ilies across all communities. Tonight, we celebrate that legacy. As we honor our community leaders and present scholarships to future nurses, we do so 
with pride in our past and hope for what lies ahead. I am HANA. We are HANA. Nou Se HANA! “One Team, One Dream for the Community!” Thank you 
for your continued support, encouragement, and partnership over the years. May we continue to lead with humility, compassion, unity, and purpose—
for the betterment of our community, here and around the world.

With gratitude,

Farr ah Fils-Aimé 
President Haitian American Nurses Association of Hudson Valley, NY, Inc

Farrah Fils-Aimé
MSN, BSN, RN 

President’s Message



Good evening and welcome to HANA of Hudson Valley 17th Annual Scholarship 
Fundraising & Award Gala. It is truly a privilege to share this night with you as we 
celebrate excellence, service, and the future of nursing.

Each year, this gathering reminds us of the power of unity and generosity. Tonight 
is not just about raising scholarship funds. It is about investing in dreams, em-
powering future leaders, and strengthening the bridges between our community 
here in the Hudson Valley and our brothers and sisters in Haiti. Your presence and 
support make all of this possible, and for that we are deeply grateful.

I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to our President, Farrah Fils-Aime, 
for her inspiring leadership and vision. A special thank you as well to the Gala 
Fundraising Committee, whose dedication, creativity, and countless hours of 
preparation have brought us to this beautiful event today. Your commitment re-

fl ects the heart of HANA’s mission: service, compassion, and impact.

As we gather tonight, let us remember that every scholarship awarded represents a life touched, a family uplifted, and a 
community strengthened. Together, we are not just supporting education. We are shaping the future of healthcare.

On behalf of HANA of Hudson Valley, thank you for your generosity, your partnership, and your belief in our mission. May 
this evening be fi lled with joy, inspiration, and lasting memories.

Warm regards,

Marie Ginou Cadeau,
BSN, RN
Chairperson, Gala Committee

Marie Ginou Cadeau
BSN, RN

Gala Chair’s Message



Tracking our Legacy Trail …

Good Evening Friends! 

We appreciate your faithful dedication here tonight, which is the “essence” 
needed to enlighten and energize our lives for the work that we’ve chosen, to help 
our community here and abroad. 

More than ever, we must keep the Legacy. 17 Years, “WOW”. In my assessment, 
I witnessed a strong team in our delivery of services to the community and our 
work with other organizations. Yes, there is always room for improvement, which 
is a must, as our community and the world is constantly changing. With our new 
President Mme. Farrah Fils Aimé, a good team leader, we’re moving forward and 

keeping on track. Our resilience remains strong. We are determined to carry HANA to the next Generation with an
unbreakable Armature! We continue to count on your friendship and support.

Love, 
Michele
RN, PhD (Hon) Min
Chaplain

Chaplain’s Message

Michele Paraison
RN, Ph.D. (Hon) Min



Daniela Ducasse, MBA, HRS, BSHA, CP, NSA, is a Healthcare Administra-
tor, Paralegal, and Human Resources Management Specialist, who currently 
works as a Senior Provider Credentialing/Onboarding Specialist. Daniela has 
20 years of Healthcare Administration experience, from working in Communi-
ty Non-Profi t Clinics, Hospitals, Medicaid, and Managed Care Organizations. 
In addition, Daniela is a New York State Certifi ed Rape Crisis Counselor, and 
Domestic Violence Advocate. Daniela earned an associate degree in Parale-
gal Studies from SUNY Rockland Community College (RCC). Daniela holds a 
Bachelor of Science (BS) degree in Healthcare Administration, with a Minor in 
Health Information Management from Southern New Hampshire University, 
graduated Magna Cum Laude. Daniela possesses a Master of Business Admin-
istration (MBA) with a Specialization in Human Resource Management (HRM) 
from Capella University, with a focus on Leadership Strategy in the workplace, 
graduated with Distinction. In 2023, Daniela received President Joseph Biden’s 
Lifetime Achievement Award, for her ongoing services and contributions to the 
Nation, particularly, her community. Daniela has been an Inspirational Writer for 

25 years. She has written Five books and published Four. Daniela has been serving her community of Rockland Coun-
ty, New York for over 30 years. Through her services, in 1999, she established the Haitian American Talented Youth of 
Rockland (HATYR), to share the importance of Culture through Afro-Folk Dances. Daniela is the proud Founder and 
President of the Haitian American Professional Women Alliance (HAPWA), Inc., a 501(c)(3) Not-for-Profi t Organization 
founded in 2008, Incorporated in 2025, to empower and encourage young Women to pursue higher education and 
advance career. Daniela believes that we can change the world through women’s works. Above all, Daniela is a proud 
Mother of 3 Women, and proud Grandmother to 1 Granddaughter and 3 Grandsons. Daniela’s motto is: If you can think 
it, you can create it.

Daniela Ducasse
MBA, HRS, BSHA, CP, NSA

Honoree



Maxine Smalling is the Chief Executive Nursing Offi cer for the New York State Offi ce of Mental Health (OMH) 

and a registered nurse with more than 30 years of clinical, administrative, policy and executive nursing leader-

ship experience in various psychiatric and addiction settings. Ms. Smalling is a graduate of the Helene Fuld Col-

lege of Nursing, has a Bachelor of Science degree in Nursing from The Sage Colleges and a Master of Science 

in Nursing from Excelsior College. She is a member of the American Nurses Association, American Psychiatric 

Nurses Association, the Northeast New York Professional Nurses Organization and the Sigma Global Nursing 

Excellence, Tau Kappa at-Large Chapter.

Ms. Smalling professional nursing career began as a charge nurse on the inpatient psychiatry unit at North 

Central Bronx Hospital, where she discovered her passion for psychiatric nursing, while caring for individuals 

living with a serious mental illness. She gained public health nursing experience working as a school nurse for 

the NYC Department of Health and later extensive community mental health experience working as a visiting 

nurse caring for individuals living at home in the urban cities and rural towns of Saratoga, Rensselaer and 

Albany Counties. Her experience caring for individuals with psychiatric and substance use disorders lead her 

to her role as nurse manager for a Methadone maintenance treatment program, where her efforts to provide 

vaccines against Hepatitis A and B were recognized by the New York State Association of Substance Abuse 

Providers as a best practice for methadone maintenance treatment. Later as the program director for an 

OASAS 822 outpatient clinic, she collaborated with the medical team to provide Buprenorphine treatment for 

individuals with opioid use disorder, the fi rst OASAS 822 clinic in Upstate NY to provide medication assisted 

treatment (MAT) in this setting.

In 2007, Ms. Smalling joined the NYS OMH Hudson River Field Offi ce where she collaborated with DOH on Adult Homes serving as the psychiatric nurse expert 

during interagency reviews of adult homes and the provision of case management services to adult home clients with serious mental illness (SMI). In her current role 

as Chief Executive Nursing Offi cer and a member of the OMH Executive Team, Ms. Smalling is providing nursing leadership to address nursing issues systemically, 

ensure the presence of a nursing voice in policy making and working collaboratively with the Chief Medical Offi cer and OMH Executive Leadership Team to set the 

agencies strategic policies and plans. Ms. Smalling provides leadership and consultations to OMH 24 Chief Nursing Offi cers to drive the professionalization of the 

nursing workforce and actively promoting the dissemination of evidenced–based clinical nursing practices system wide.

Ms. Smalling is passionate about psychiatric nursing and committed to driving the uptake of evidence-based, innovative, cost-effective, high quality, safe and com-

passionate mental health care, to assist every individual to achieve their highest level of recovery including sustaining community living. This commitment includes 

identifying barriers to accessing services, address disparities in care for the individuals living with a mental illness, driving excellence in psychiatric nursing, developing 

and implementing new community models to fi ll the identifi ed gaps in the continuum of care, addressing barriers to care, providing and supporting learning oppor-

tunities to increase the knowledge and competence of OMH nurses and therapy aides, including “growing our own psychiatric nurses” to meet the nursing staffi ng 

coverage needs at OMH 24 hospitals and programs.

Ms. Smalling’ collaborations and accomplishments include the successful implementation of OMH State Operated Tobacco free campus-wide policies at 20 

Facilities, NYS unlimiting the Medicaid benefi ts for Tobacco Use Disorder treatment, the development and implementation of the OMH Skilled Nursing Facilities 

Enhanced Support Program(SNF-ESP), a new community model, providing knowledge transfer through ECHO Clinics, Teletherapy and Telepsychiatry services to 

improve the knowledge of primary care providers to meet the mental health needs of individuals in skilled nursing facilities, collaborated on advancing the use of psy-

chiatric nurse practitioners throughout OMH State Operated services primarily in physician shortage areas, successfully advocated and secured the resources to de-

velop the Inaugural OMH NP Fellowship Program, increased the percentage of OMH registered nurses with a BSN degree, collaborated with other OMH colleagues 

and several academic institutions to increase clinical affi liation agreements from 6 to 46 and the number of nursing and nurse practitioner students benefi tting from 

clinical placements at OMH facilities, NYS OMH becoming a Watson Caring Science Institute Affi liate with the adoption of Caring Science as the theoretical frame-

work for OMH psychiatric mental health nursing practice. Ms. Smalling presented at various conferences, collaborated on scholarly articles and is the recipient of the 

Psychiatric Nurse of the Year Award at North Central Bronx Hospital, The Albany Common Council 2019, 10th Ward, Black History Month honoree and on March 7, 

2019, awarded the NYS Empire Star Public Service Award for exemplifying the highest standards of public service, 2022, the Russell Sage Women of Infl uence Award 

2022 and in 2025 she received a nomination for OMH Employee of the Year and the 2025 APNA Award for Excellence in Leadership-RN

Maxine Smalling
 Chief Executive Nursing Offi cer
New York State Offi ce of Mental 

Health (OMH)

Honoree



Sun River Health was founded in 1975 when four African American mothers 
spearheaded efforts to open our fi rst health center in Peekskill, New York with 
the promise of delivering high-quality, affordable health care to all. Today, 
after 50 years of service, Sun River Health is still delivering on that promise as 
a Federally Qualifi ed Health Center (FQHC) system with 50 locations, serving 
more than 250,000 patients throughout the Hudson Valley, New York City, 
and Long Island. 

Chief Executive Offi cer Anne Kauffman Nolon, MPH has provided vision 
and leadership to Sun River Health as Chief Executive Offi cer for nearly 50 
years. She is responsible for guiding the growth and development of one 
of the largest community health center systems in the United States from a 
single primary care site in Peekskill, New York to a delivery system of nearly 
50 directly-operated Federally Qualifi ed Health Centers (FQHCs) through-
out the Hudson Valley, New York City, and Long Island, along with additional 
health centers through sub-recipient agreements, mobile health centers, and 
a regional migrant voucher program serving an 11-county agricultural region in 
southeastern New York State. 

With the guidance of the Board of Directors, Anne has implemented broad 
goals that have culminated in a staff of over 2,000 serving more than 

250,000 patients throughout the organization. Under her leadership, Sun River Health is Joint Commission-Accred-
ited and recognized by the National Committee on Quality Assurance (NCQA) as an 
Advanced Patient Centered Medical Home. In 2018, she led Hudson River Health Care through a successful merge 
with Brightpoint Health, a network of FQHCs in all fi ve boroughs of New York City, resulting in the combined 
organization now known as Sun River Health. Anne is a member of the National Association of Community Health 
Centers  (NACHC) and Vice Chair of its Health Policy Committee. She serves on the Board of Directors for the Na-
tional Center for Farmworker Health and previously served as a member of the National Advisory Council on Migrant 
Health from 2004 until 2008

Sun River Health
A Half Century of Care

Anne Kauffman Nolon, MPH
Chief Executive Offi cer

Honoree



Marisa is an attending physician and the Director of Options Services in the 
department of OBGYN at Jacobi Medical Center/North Central Bronx 
Hospital. She did her OB/GYN residency training at Boston Medical Center 
and completed a Global Women’s Health Fellowship at Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital.

Marisa has been tied to the Haitian community since her fi rst trip in 2008. She 
volunteered with Zanmi Lasante supporting their women’s health team, and 
she has been with EqualHealth since its inception in 2010. She is now active as 
a board member and as part of the leadership committee. She has focused 
on medical education through classroom and bedside teaching at institutions 
across Haiti. She is passionate about providing high quality obstetric and 
gynecologic care to women around the globe through a human rights lens. 
She has a particular focus on social medicine education and practice and 
reproductive justice.

She is the System Director of Complex Family Planning for NYC Health + 
Hospitals, and she has focused on improving quality and access for contraception and abortion services across the 
hospital system.

Marisa Nadas, MD, MPH
System Director of Complex 

Familly Planning at 
NYC Health and Hospitals

Honoree



Haitian American Nurses Association of Hudson Valley, New York, Inc.

Mission
To provide nurses the opportunity to unite as a group, to share and provide ideas of interest, 
and to become effectively involved with the issues and services relevant to the health and 
welfare of communities in the United States and abroad.

Vision
HANA’s strategic vision is to be recognized nationally and internationally as a world-class 
nursing organization. HANA believes that every nurse has the ability to serve, lead, educate 
and empower others towards a healthier life, and be a catalyst for change.

Profile
The Haitian American Nurses Association of Florida Inc. (HANA) is a 501 (c) 3, non-profit 
membership organization established since 1984. Alice Casimir and Jacqueline Dasque, two 
registered professional nurses practicing in Miami and other professionals saw the need to 
establish, an organization that would provide health care services to migrant workers in the 
Homestead, Florida area.

Currently HANA comprises of nine chapters in the United States, HANA of Florida, HANA 
of Hudson Valley, New York, HANA of Greater New York, HANA of Georgia, HANA of Illinois, 
HANA of Tampa, HANA of Orlando, HANA of Garden State, and HANA of West Palm Beach. 
HANA of Hudson Valley, formally known as Rockland County. Inc. was founded in 2008. HANA 
fosters awareness and commitment to providing excellent nurses services. Additionally, the 
organization strives to increase the enrollment of nursing students through education and 
mentoring opportunities as well as creating community networking opportunities for its 
members. HANA continues to provide scholarships for students enrolled in local nursing 
schools, as in Haiti and the United States. HANA had developed a teaching project initiative 
to send volunteer nurses to Haiti to raise the level of nursing care and promote quality patient 
care in order for the nurses to become effectively involved in the betterment of the healthcare 
system of Haiti and the United States.

About HANA
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HANA OF HUDSON VALLEY, NEW YORK, INC.

Committees 2025



Margarette Narcisse 
“As I advance academically and professionally, my passion for nursing 
continues to deepen. I am fascinated by the complexity of the human 
body and the precision needed in clinical care. But what motivates me 
most is the human connection. Nurses often detect subtle changes in a 
patient’s condition first, advocate when something feels wrong, and listen 
when no one else does. This combination of intuition, skill, and compas-

sion is what I hope to embody. I want to bridge gaps between hospitals and underserved communi-
ties, ensuring care that is accessible, respectful, and culturally sensitive. Whether through research, 
policy work, or direct clinical practice.”

Margarette is pursuing a bachelor’s degree in nursing at Mercy University with an
anticipated graduation date of May 2027.

Mohettie Keyla Vilfort
“A nurse’s role involves helping patients overcome their physical and 
emotional suffering. I aim to be confident in my skills and provide the 
necessary support to help patients cope with their challenges. As a nurse, 
I believe I will have the chance to affect the heart, mind, soul, and body of 
patients and their families. I truly resonate with Maya Angelou’s quote, “As 
a nurse, we have the opportunity to heal the heart, mind, soul and body 

of our patients, their families and ourselves. They may not remember your name, but they will never 
forget the way you made them feel.” I passionately believe that nursing is a demanding and reward-
ing field. I am devoted to making a positive impact on the lives of individuals.”

Mohettie Keyla Vilfort is pursuing a bachelor’s degree in nursing at Eastwick College 
Ramsey with an anticipated graduation date of October 2026.

Scholarship Recipients



Scholarship Recipients
Schelby Vilfort 
“I aspire to become a Pediatric Nurse Practitioner. I have a deep passion 
to work with kids and help them grow healthy and strong. I hope to make 
a positive impact in their life, help them navigate their health challenges 
and to be on their healing journey. I long to advocate for children’s health 
and educate families. I think it’s super important to educate parents about 
their children’s health so they can feel empowered too. Building relation-

ships with families is so rewarding. With my education, I can help children get the treatment they 
need at an early age, improving their quality of life and giving them the best chance at fi nding their 
own success. My focus is to ensure that other children do not face struggles in their future.”

Schelby Vilfort is pursuing a bachelor’s degree in nursing at Dominican University with an 
anticipated graduation date of May 2029

Abbygayle Zil 
“What draws me most to nursing is the critical role nurses play in support-
ing patients both physically and emotionally. Nurses often serve as the 
fi rst and last point of contact in a patient’s healthcare journey, providing 
comfort, guidance, and reassurance during challenging moments. I have 
witnessed how a nurse’s empathy and expertise can change a patient’s 
experience, and I am inspired to offer that same support—helping individ-

uals and families feel cared for, heard, and understood.”

Abbygayle is pursuing a bachelor’s degree in nursing at Seton Hall University with an
anticipated graduation date of May 2029.



 

 
 
 
 
Good evening elected officials, award honorees, HANA members, scholarship 
recipients and distinguished guests. On behalf of the Executive Board of 
Directors of the Haitian Alliance Nurses International (HANA-I), I am pleased 
to congratulate the Haitian American Nurses Association of Hudson Valley on 
your 17th Anniversary Scholarship, Fundraising, and Awards Gala. 
 
Seventeen years of dedicated service is a remarkable achievement, and 
tonight we celebrate not only the longevity of your association, but also the 
profound impact you have made in uplifting communities, empowering 
individuals, and opening doors of opportunity through education and service 
locally and internationally.  

Your unwavering commitment to scholarship, fundraising, and recognition of 
excellence has transformed lives and strengthened our shared mission of 
service and advocacy. Through your vision and persistence, countless 
students have been given the gift of education, leaders have been recognized 
for their contributions, and communities have been inspired by your example. 

We also wish to extend our warmest congratulations to the award recipients 
being honored this evening. Your accomplishments and dedication exemplify 
the values we all strive to uphold, and your recognition tonight is both well-
deserved and inspiring. 

As you mark your 17th Anniversary, may you take pride in the legacy you are 
building and the future you continue to shape. We celebrate your 
achievements, honor your dedication, and look forward to witnessing even 
greater successes in the years to come. 

Congratulations once again on this significant anniversary, and to all the 
honorees who embody the spirit of excellence and service. May this gala be a 
joyous celebration of past accomplishments and a renewed commitment to the 
important work that lies ahead. 

Sincerely, 

MMaarriiee  EE..  HHyyppppoolliittee 
Marie E. Hyppolite 
President 
Haitian Alliance Nurses Association, Inc. 
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MSN-Ed, RN, CPN, LNC 
Assistant Secretary 

 

To the Esteemed Leaders and Members of the Haitian American Nurses Association of 
Hudson Valley, NY, Inc., 

On behalf of the Haitian American Nurses Association of Florida, Inc. (HANA of Florida), it 
is with profound joy and admiration that I extend heartfelt congratulations to you on the 
occasion of your 8th Annual Symposium and 17th Annual Fundraising Gala. These 
milestones stand as a remarkable testament to your unwavering commitment to the 
advancement of nursing, the promotion of health equity, and the strengthening of our Haitian 
communities both locally and abroad. 

Your chapter’s steadfast dedication to service exemplifies the very essence of HANA’s 
mission. The symposium serves not only as a forum for scholarly exchange and professional 
development, but also as a beacon of hope and empowerment for countless individuals who 
benefit from the knowledge shared and the inspiration drawn from such gatherings. Similarly, 
your gala reflects the spirit of unity and philanthropy that sustains our collective efforts. This 
reminds us that when we come together, we amplify our impact and leave an indelible mark 
on the lives of those we serve. 

We at HANA of Florida are deeply inspired by the work of the Hudson Valley chapter. Your 
leadership continues to embody excellence, innovation, and cultural pride, qualities that uplift 
our shared vision as Haitian American nurses. Please know that your accomplishments 
resonate far beyond the bounds of your community; they strengthen the very foundation of 
our national and international HANA family. 

As you celebrate these distinguished occasions, may your efforts be abundantly blessed, your 
impact multiplied, and your vision renewed for the many years ahead. It is an honor to join in 
commending you for your extraordinary contributions, and we look forward to continued 
collaboration as we collectively strive toward advancing health, education, and leadership 
within our beloved Haitian community. 

With profound respect and warm regards, 

 
Myrnelle Fleur-Aime, MSN, AAPRN, FNP-C, PMHNP-BC 
President, Haitian American Nurses Association of Florida, Inc. 
2025 – 2027 
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Carline Eliezer, MSN, APRN, 
AGNP, D. Min. (h.c.) 
President 
 

 
      
                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 

Vivian Arrindell, MSN, RN. OCN 
Secretary Treasurer 

 
 
 
                                                   
 
 
 
 

Franckline Casimir-Benoit, Esq 
CFTA, CTP 
Board Advisor 

 
 
 
                                                              
 
 
 

Peterson Pierre Paul, MSW, LCSW 
Board Advisor 
 
 

 

President’s Message  
 
To our sister chapter, the Haitian American Nurses Association (HANA) 
of Garden State, extend our heartfelt appreciation for your exceptional 
contributions to our communities and the nursing profession. We are 
delighted to stand with you in recognizing this year's scholarship 
nominations and award recipients.  
 
Your unwavering prolific mind over the past seventeen years has made a 
significant impact and has earned our utmost admiration. At the core of the 
HANA brand lays our commitment to providing service and education to 
our communities.  
 
The internships and partnerships you have cultivated at your symposiums 
provide an invaluable platform for connecting with fellow nurses, forging 
strong bonds, and cultivating enduring relationships.  
 
With over 300 professional members across the nine chapters, our 
organization's future continues to evolve with high reliability and world-
class standards, thanks to your contribution, dedication and resilience in 
overcoming numerous challenges on our collaborative humanitarian 
journey.  
 
We extend our heartfelt congratulations to the HANA of Hudson Valley 
Chapter President, board members, and partners! Your unwavering 
commitment has been instrumental in leading us towards new triumphs.  
 
A note of immense gratitude for what you do! 
Let's raise our glasses to another sixteen years in the making! 
 
Sincerely, 
Carline Eliezer 
 
Carline P. Eliezer, MSN, APRN, AGNP, D. Min. (h.c.)  
President, HANA of Garden State, NJ. Inc. 
P.O Box 168, Plainsboro NJ 08536 
 
 





Greetings from Orlando!

On behalf of the Haitian American Nurses Association of Orlando, Inc., we would like to 

congratulate the Haitian American Nurses Association of Hudson Valley, New York, Inc. on 

reaching your 17th annual fundraising gala. Your chapter’s work in the community has been a 

testament of leading the charge in innovation, and engaging others to be a part of 

transformational leadership. Through your work, you exemplify the best of nursing: resilience, 

advocacy, and the courage to transform adversity into opportunity. As you celebrate, may you 

continue to inspire future generations of nurses to lead with vision, compassion, and purpose.

Bravo!

Yours in Service,

Wendy Joseph, DNP, MSN/Ed., APRN, FNP-BC, RNWendy Joseph, DNP, 



HAITIAN AMERICAN NURSES ASSOCIATION OF TAMPA, INC. 
Email: hanaoftampa@gmail.com 
Website: www.hanaoftampa.org 
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Secretary 
 

 
Altagrace Rolles, RN   
Treasurer 
 

 
Eduite Philistin, RN 
Assistant Treasurer 

Ifonise Durand, MAT, BS 
Historian 

 
 
 

 
Greetings Esteemed HANA of Hudson Valley,  
 
It is with great pleasure that HANA of Tampa extend heartfelt congratulations 
to HANA of Hudson Valley for the remarkable milestones you have reached. 
The HANA of Hudson Valley 8th Annual Symposium and 17th Annual 
Fundraising Gala not only mark years of dedicated service but also 
underscore the vibrant community you nurture across New York.  
 
Your symposium has become a vital platform for bringing nurses  together to 
exchange ideas, deepen knowledge, foster collaboration, and inspire action. 
Likewise, your annual gala has not only raised essential funds while uniting 
supporters around the shared mission of HANA. Reaching 17 years of 
sustained impact reflects the trust you have built and the hope and support you 
continue to provide for so many. 
 
HANA of Tampa is delighted to celebrate your amazing legacy and 
confident that your continued excellence will inspire even greater change in 
the years ahead. We look forward to a future where we are joining hands in 
supporting the health and well-being of our communities.  

Sincerely, 

 
Dany Fanfan, Ph.D., MSN, RN 
President 
HANA of Tampa 
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1
Do it for YOURSELF!: HANA is all about you, the person. HANA’s educational, network-
ing, scholarships programs, etc., will take you where you want to go. The youth, students and 
communities we help today will help frame our future. We will rely on those same people and 
communities to care for us when we are no longer able to do so for ourselves.

2
Showcase your ethnic pride: Our homeland receives a lot of negative press and criticism. 
Those of us who are part of that culture know that we are much more than the sum of our prob-
lems. We have done a lot to better humanity and we are great contributors to society.

3
Advance your career: HANA members enjoy educational opportunities and access to vital 
information to increase their knowledge base and keep up with the newest trends in the global 
community and in their profession.

4
Serve your profession: HANA members have access to opportunities to serve on interna-
tional and local committees that work on a variety of issues from building the core body of 
professional knowledge to building public trust in the philanthropic process.

5
Advertise your integrity: HANA has earned the respect of the community. HANA holds its 
members to the highest Code of Ethical Principles and Standards. When you join HANA you 
align yourself with like-minded practitioners.

6
Advocate for your profession: Serious minded professionals know that serving the profes-
sion means responding to calls for action from those who represent the profession. HANA mon-
itors trends in the health care industry, regulation, and practice standards and routinely advise 
members on required action.

7
Earn the ultimate reward: HANA members get the opportunity to serve humanity in a 
way that rewards the ultimate in gratification. Members who serve will tell you that there is no 
greater joy or sense of accomplishment than serving people who are in great need of that service.

8
Network with others who do what you do: Making connections is an important part 
of growing yourself, supporting causes that you believe in, and your profession. Through 
information sharing, you will be able to use available resources to advance your goals.

9
Be a part of a unified force: The power of unity is known to all of us. But we often seem 
to forget it when it comes to individual success. Consider this quote: “One man may hit the 
mark, another blunder; but heed not these distinctions. Only from the alliance of 
the one, working with and through the other, are great things born.” - Antoine de 
Saint-Exupery

10
Proclaim your professionalism: Adding your name to the ranks of the many nurses and other 
volunteer professionals giving back to their community show--s your pride in the profession you 
have chosen.

TO
P 10 REASONS  TO  JOIN  H.A.N.A.



Haitian American Nurses Association Hudson Valley New York, Inc.
PO Box 263 Spring, Valley, NY, 10977

845-327-7360
Email: Info@hanahudsonvalley.org

Website: www.Hanahudsonvalley.org

   2021

Date:

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION INFORMATION

First Name:   MI: Last Name: 

Home Address: 

City: State: Zip Code: 

Home Phone: Cell Phone: 

Email:
Birth Day: _____ /_____ Month & Day

Gender:
❑  Male    ❑  Female

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP (check one below)                                                PAYMENT TYPE             ENROLLMENT DATE: ___/____/_____
   New Member                                                                    CASH             CHECK     #__________  $125 Annually
   Returning Member (Circle one)   Nurse / Associate      Electronic Payment  CashApp Zelle Venmo Paypal (Circle One)

   Associate Member (Non-Nurses)                                  Blouse Size: (circle one)  S  M  L  XL  XXL (Separate Cost)

   Student Member   Name College /School Enrolled: _____________________________________________
RECRUITED BY:________________________________  T-Shirt Size: (circle one)   S  M  L  XL   XXL (Included in Membership)                                          

PROFESSIONAL INFORMATION:
   LPN     RN     NP     CNM     MSN    DNP     PHD     OTHER CREDENTIALS: _________________

All new members must submit a professional headshot photo. Please speak to one of the Board Members for details.

License# _______________________            ASSOCIATE MEMBERS CREDENTIALS: ____________________________________
*HANA Hudson Valley New York, Inc. reserves the right to verify all nursing license through the NY State Education Department Office of Professions upon application 
submission by all Nursing Professionals. 

AREAS of EXPERTISE (check all that apply)        ❏ # Years as Nurse: _______________     

❏ Addiction            ❏ Administration          ❏ Ambulatory             ❏ Anesthesia                      ❏ Case Management      ❏ Community Health

❏ Critical Care        ❏ Dialysis                      ❏Education                 ❏ Emergency Trauma        ❏ Forensic Nurse             ❏ Gerontology                    

❏ Holistic                ❏ Home Health            ❏ Hospice                   ❏ Legal Nurse Consultant  ❏ Medical Surgical          ❏ Maternal Child               

❏ Occupational Health                                 ❏ Oncology                ❏ Pediatric                           ❏ Post Anesthesia           ❏ Psych/Mental Health   

❏ Rehabilitation     ❏ School Nurse            ❏ Telehealth Nurse     ❏ Theory/Research              ❏ Transport Nurse          ❏ Travel Nursing             

❏ Wound/IV Care   ❏ Other_______________ ❏ Certifications: _______________     ❏ # Years in specialty: _______________          

Please print or type Please print or type 

COMMITTEE (S) OF INTEREST (check all that apply)

❏ Budget ❏ Education Scholarship/Awards ❏ Fellowship                         ❏Gala/Fundraising              ❏ Governance                         

❏ Health & Wellness         ❏ Hospitality           ❏ International Affairs          ❏ Leadership Succession      ❏ Marketing/Social Media     

❏ Medical Mission             ❏ Membership Recruitment           ❏ Mentorship                        ❏ News Letter/Organization History & Purpose                     

❏ Outreach                        ❏ Public Relations ❏ Research/ Grants/Legislative                                           ❏ Sponsorship                   

❏ Symposium           
Internal Use Only:  ❏ License Verified     ❏ Roster Updated    ❏ Welcome Package Sent     ❏ ID Printed Given & # __________  ❏ T-Shirt Given 



16TH ANNUAL FUNDRAISING GALA - SEPTEMBER 2024



HANA-I DAY ON CAPITOL HILL - FEBRUARY 2025



CAREER SEMINAR AT ST. JOSEPH’S CHURCH  
MARCH 2025



FESTIVIDADAS VIRGEN DE LA NUBE MAY 2025 



ESSENTIAL SUPPORT PROGRAM AT DEEPER LIFE BIBLE 
CHURCH JUNE 2025



PURPLE SUNDAY - JULY 2025



IMMIGRATION HERITAGE DAY - JULY 2025



HANA’S 2ND ANNUAL HEALTH FAIR - AUGUST 2025



Congratulations & Best WishesCongratulations & Best Wishes
From

V-Care Pharmacy

Your neighborhood center for all you Your neighborhood center for all you 
prescriptions & Natural Health care needs.prescriptions & Natural Health care needs.

Also perfumes, unusual gifts and school Also perfumes, unusual gifts and school 
supplies

Western Union & Western Union Money Western Union & Western Union Money 
Orders

59 E. Eckerson Rd.
Spring Valley, NY 10977

p: (845) 371-2018

f: (845) 371-2021

vcareprescriptions@gmail.com

59 E. Eckerson Road
Spring Valley, NY 10977

P: (845) 371-2018

F: (845) 371-2021

vcareprescriptions@gmail.com



Let us cater your next 
event at the location of 

your choice!

CATERING & EVENT DESIGN





 

 

CY’S RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 
Address: 37 Route 59, Nyack, NY 10960 

Phone: 845-272-2014 
Instagram: @cysrestaurant 

Website: www.cysrestaurant.com 

 

                            Experience the Best of Dining and Nightlife in Rockland! 
At Cy’s Restaurant & Lounge, we blend delicious Haitian/Jamaican cuisine, crafted cocktails, and 
vibrant entertainment all under one roof. Whether you’re joining us for dinner, a night out with 
friends, or a special event, Cy’s is your go-to destination. 

  

 

• Fresh and Flavorful Menu Selections 
 

• Signature Cocktails and Premium Spirits 
 

• Live Music, DJs, and Special Events 
 

• Perfect for Parties, Gatherings, and Celebrations 
 

Join us at Cy’s – Where Food Meets Entertainment! 

VISIT US TODAY AT 37 ROUTE 59, NYACK, NY OR FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM 
CYSRESTAURANT 





CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss ttoo aallll tthhee sscchhoollaarrsshhiipp rreecciippiieennttss oonn 
yyoouurr oouuttssttaannddiinngg aaccaaddeemmiicc aacchhiieevveemmeennttss—yyoouurr 

hhaarrdd wwoorrkk aanndd ddeeddiiccaattiioonn ttrruullyy sshhiinnee..

KKuuddooss ttoo tthhee hhoonnoorreeeess ffoorr yyoouurr rreemmaarrkkaabbllee 
ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss,, uunnwwaavveerriinngg ccoommmmiittmmeenntt ttoo 

ccoommmmuunniittyy sseerrvviiccee,, aanndd ffoorr hhoonnoorriinngg yyoouurr lleeggaaccyy 
tthhrroouugghh ccoonnttiinnuueedd iimmppaacctt..

AA pphheennoommeennaall jjoobb bbyy HHAANNAA iinn cceelleebbrraattiinngg 1177 
yyeeaarrss ooff ddeeddiiccaatteedd sseerrvviiccee—bbootthh llooccaallllyy aanndd aabbrrooaadd.. 

YYoouurr iimmppaacctt ccoonnttiinnuueess ttoo iinnssppiirree!! 

75 W. 59 & So. Middletown Rd., Nanuet, NY

845-624-3070

Mon – Sat 11:30AM – 11:00PM

Sunday 11:30AM – 9:00PM



AAllll IInn OOnnee BBeeaauuttyy SSuuppppllyy  

Congrats to HANA on their 16th Annual Fundraising & Awards Gala!



Various positions from
entry-level through executive
leadership

Hands-on experience to build
your career at any stage

Growth opportunities in
multiple professional fields

Meaningful work that directly
impacts your community

Competitive salaries and
generous benefits including
paid time off and healthcare
coverage

Pension through NYS
Retirement System and other
retirement savings options

Leadership training and
professional development

Tuition assistance and
reimbursement programs  

        R
SKILLS
BELONG HERE
Why Choose a Career in
Local Government?

What We Offer:

Scan to learn more at
rcklnd.us/personnel

        RYOU

INTERESTED IN A NURSING CAREER?
Explore current openings in the Department of Health,
Department of Social Services, local schools and more!

Competitive salaries and
generous benefits includingVarious positions from

entry-level through executive

Pension through NYS
Retirement System and other

Hands-on experience to build
your career at any stage

G
multiple professional fields Le

professional development
Meaningful work that directly
impacts your community Tuition assistance and

reimbursement programs





ROCKLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE

SCHOOL OF NURSING,
HEALTH, AND WELLNESS

TELL ME MORE!
We are improving the life-long wellness of our community, not
simply through acute care but preventative measures to increase
health equity and shape our community’s health and lifestyle
choices. Our students receive a quality education and individualized
advisement to significantly aid in healthier physical, mental,
emotional, spiritual, and environmental behaviors.

ADVISING
Your Student Success Team wants you to feel supported throughout
your experience at RCC. We know that this is a new and exciting time
for you, and you might need help figuring it all out.
sunyrockland.edu/advising

Choosing Your Classes
Exploring Career Options
Transfer Preparedness
Wellness
Tutoring
Other Support Service Referrals

EMPLOYMENT OPTIONS
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics calculations from May 2018

$60,000
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY ASSISTANT

$87,100
REGISTERED NURSE

$62,930
PERSONAL TRAINER

$73,090
PHYSICAL EDUCATION TEACHER

ALUMNI VOICES
"The Human Performance Studies program prepared
me well to earn a degree from Stony Brook University
and to enter the exciting field of athletic training."
KIMBERLY GARCIA
School of Nursing, Health and Wellness

"I am extremely grateful for the stellar Nursing
program at RCC. It has equipped me with the
necessary knowledge and skills to confidently
prepare for my upcoming NCLEX exam. I'm ready to
ace it!"
ALYSON MORAN
School of Nursing, Health and Wellness

ACADEMIC OFFERINGS
sunyrockland.edu/academics





Hanubal 
Gopalaswamy 

Dental Services 
By: Dr. H. S. Gopalaswamy & Dr. Felicia Nicolas  

AAvvaaiillaabbllee  SSeerrvviicceess    

General Dentistry 

Orthodontics/Invisalign

Periodontics 

Implants 

AAcccceeppttss  mmoosstt  IInnssuurraanncceess  iinncclluuddiinngg::    

Cigna 

CSEA 

Delta 

Emblem Health/GHI 

Fidelis 

Guardian 

Met Life

MVP

United Health Care Community Plan/Medicare

Address: 

57 East Eckerson Rd, Spring Valley, NY 10977

Phone: 

845-426-2569

BBuussiinneessss  HHoouurrss  

Mon: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM

Tue: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM

Wed: 9:30 AM – 7:30 PM

Thu: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM

Fri: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM

Sat: 9:00 AM – 3:30 PM

Sun: Closed





Caring for someone
with dementia?
We’re here to help.

The Alzheimer’s
Association offers free:

Consultations with
dementia experts
Support groups
Education programs

800.272.3900 | alz.org/hudsonvalley

The Alzheimer’sThe Alzheimer’s

Caring for someone
with dementia?
We’re here to help.

Congratulations to HANA of Hudson Valley, NY, Congratulations to HANA of Hudson Valley, NY, 
Inc. on your 17

Congratulations to HANA of Hudson Valley, NY, 
Inc. on your 17th

Congratulations to HANA of Hudson Valley, NY, Congratulations to HANA of Hudson Valley, NY, 
Inc. on your 17th

Congratulations to HANA of Hudson Valley, NY, Congratulations to HANA of Hudson Valley, NY, Congratulations to HANA of Hudson Valley, NY, Congratulations to HANA of Hudson Valley, NY, Congratulations to HANA of Hudson Valley, NY, 
th annual gala and continued Inc. on your 17Inc. on your 17Inc. on your 17Inc. on your 17Inc. on your 17Inc. on your 17 annual gala and continued annual gala and continued annual gala and continued annual gala and continued annual gala and continued annual gala and continued 

dedication to advancing the nursing profession dedication to advancing the nursing profession dedication to advancing the nursing profession dedication to advancing the nursing profession dedication to advancing the nursing profession dedication to advancing the nursing profession dedication to advancing the nursing profession 
and serving the community with excellence. 



Congratulations to the Haitian American Nurses Association of Hudson Valley NY and the Honorees.
From the Association of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

Grateful to God for their 20th Anniversary they are inviting you to their 20th Retreat,Tour. �is year at the Blessed Sacrament 
Shrine, EWTN Studio at Alabama. November 13–14-15-16th 2025   Call 845-633-4176—845-367-3648—845-425-9416





237 NY-59. Nanuet, NY 10954
(646) 545-0989
lightofminebeauty.glossgenius.com
Instagram: @lightofmine.beauty

• Weaves
• Wigs
• Silk Press

• Wash & Set
• Rods
• Up Do’s

• Color
• Cut
• And More

Luxury Hair Care
Full Service Salon

Appointments Only



The members of the 
Midwifery Practice 
- Jacobi Medical 
Center are fortunate 
and honored to work 

with Marlyn 
Lestage Laforest and 

Dr. Marisa 
Nadas!

A round of applause!

“Together we can move mountains and make miracles happen.” …M. Alexandre

“Together we can move mountains and make miracles happen.” …M. Alexandre

“Together we can move mountains and make miracles happen.” …M. Alexandre

“Together we can move mountains and make miracles happen.” …M. Alexandre

17th







Thank you to our sponsors

Good Samaritan HospitalGood Samaritan Hospital
Henry Henry AmedolaseAmedolase

Honorable Jacquelin MillienHonorable Jacquelin Millien
Johnson & JohnsonJohnson & Johnson

Mario Mario AlexadreAlexadre
ScienciaSciencia TorchonTorchon

Sigma Theta Tau InternationalSigma Theta Tau International








